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eagerly cultivated; tillage and irrigation
were believed to please the Devas, while
it was thought an act of desecration to
pollute the rivers, or the produce of the
garden and the field. But modern Hindu-
ism dethroned the Vedic pantheon, put
new deities in its place, and made images
of them. Pilgrimages to shrines and relic
worship came in vogue among orthodox
Hindus even more than among the Buddhists.
Statuettes of gods were carried at gorgeous
processions, which very soon outshone the
pageantry of the rival faith.

At last, Buddhism was superseded by
Hinduism, and had to go. In the fifth
century, A.D., popular sentiment began to
turn the scale in favour of Hinduism, and in
the eleventh, the Kajputs were masters of
India. They crushed Buddhism and spread
Hinduism wherever they went. Viharas were
pulled down, rare manuscripts ruthlessly
burned, monks were driven out of the land,
and Buddhist chapels converted into Hindu
sanctuaries. The brave but cruel Eajputs
were vanquished in their turn by Moham-
medan invaders, though only after a long and
fierce struggle. The Moslems, hating every
religion which was not Islam, demolished all